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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 29 recites the limitation "said modifying step" in line 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. The examiner interprets this claim to be 
dependent on claim 28. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2 t 5-8, 11 - 13, 14, 15, 18-21 and 24 -26 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Leshem et al. f U.S. Patent No. 5,870,559. 



As per claim 1 , Leshem et al. teach a method of organizing and displaying a 
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plurality of hyperlink addresses associated with a plurality of corresponding web site 
pages on a portal page comprising the steps of: 

providing a visual representation of a map having a plurality of active areas 
thereon, said active areas representing individual hyperlinks or a plurality of hyperlinks 
having a common theme (see Leshem, figure 1, column 2, lines 25-41 and column 8, 
lines 49 - 58); and 

modifying said map to provide information regarding said common theme when a 
cursor is placed over one of said active areas (see Leshem, figure 3 and column 10, 
lines 32 - 35). 

As per claim 2, which is dependent on claim 1 , Leshem teaches the method of 
claim 1 (see rejection above). Leshem further teaches the method of claim 1 further 
comprising the step of: grouping said active areas such that active areas related by a 
common concept are placed on said map in close proximity to each other (see Leshem, 
column 2, lines 35 - 41 ). 

As per claim 5, which is dependent on claim 1 , Leshem teaches the method of 
claim 1 (see rejection above). Leshem further teaches the method of claim 1 further 
comprising the step of: displaying a button which, when selected by a user, will 
re-display said map, without regard to where said user has navigated (see Leshem, 
figure 1 and column 16, lines 16 -20; the examiner interprets sizing a map to fit within 
window as re-displaying the map without regards to where the user has navigated). 
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As per claim 6, which is dependent on claim 1 , Leshem teaches the method of 
claim 1 (see rejection above). Leshem further teaches the method of claim 1 further 
comprising the step of: displaying a navigation bar having a plurality of buttons 
corresponding to said plurality of, active areas on said map (see Leshem, figure 1, item 
46 and column 16, lines 14 - 22). 

As per claim 7, which is dependent on claim 1 , Leshem teaches the method of 
claim 1 (see rejection above). Leshem further teaches the method of claim 1 
comprising the step of: temporarily displaying static images at random locations on said 
map (see Leshem, figure 2). 

As per claim 8, which is dependent on claim 1 , Leshem teaches the method of 
claim 1 (see rejection above). Leshem further teaches the method of claim 7 wherein 
said images contain hyperlinks to web pages (see Leshem, column 8, lines 49 - 58). 

As per claim 1 1 , which is dependent on claim 1 , Leshem teaches the method of 
claim 1 (see rejection above). Leshem further teaches the method of claim 1 wherein 
said plurality of web site pages associated with said plurality of hyperlink addresses are 
culturally localized (see Leshem, column 8, lines 49 - 67). 

As per claim 12, which is dependent on claim 1, Leshem teaches the method of 
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claim 1 (see rejection above). Leshem further teaches the method of claim 1 1 further 
comprising the step of customizing said visual representation to provide a cultural 
theme, said cultural theme being associated with said plurality of culturally localized 
web site pages (see Leshem, column 9, lines 1-11). 

As per claim 13, which is dependent on claim 1 , Leshem teaches the method of 
claim 1 (see rejection above). Leshem further teaches the method of claim 12 further 
comprising the step of providing a link which, when activated, displays a listing of one or 
more other portal pages, each of which has a visual representation customized for a 
different culture (see Leshem, column 9, lines 1-11 and column 10, line 36 - 43; it is 
inherent that the an HTML document will load with the visual representation customized 
for the culture indicated by the visual representation of the URL icon). 

As per claims 14, 15, 18-21 and 24 - 26, they are of similar scope to claims 1, 
2, 5 - 8, and 11-13 respectively and are rejected under the same rationale. 

Claims 27, 30, 33 - 35, and 37-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by de Hond, U.S. Patent No. 5,737,533. 

As per claim 27, de Hond teaches a method of accessing a plurality of web site 
pages by collecting, organizing and visually presenting representations of a plurality of 
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hyperlink addresses associated with said web site pages, said method comprising: 

displaying a plurality of buildings on a map layout wherein each of said buildings 

are representative of categories of information items having a common theme (see de 

Hond, column 8, lines 62 - 65); 

organizing each of said plurality of buildings into districts, said districts 

representative of a common concept among said buildings illustrated therein (see de 

Hond, column 9, lines 22 - 38). 

As per claim 30, which is dependent on claim 27, de Hond teaches the method of 
claim 27 (see rejection above). De Hond further teaches the method of claim 27 
wherein said buildings represent a plurality of commercial or retail establishments (see 
de Hond, column 6, lines 56 - 59). 

As per claim 33, which is dependent on claim 27, de Hond teaches the method of 
claim 27 (see rejection above). De Hond further teaches the method of claim 27 further 
comprising the step of temporarily displaying static or moving images at random 
locations on said map (see de Hond, figure 7, item 100 and column 9, lines 5-15). 

As per claim 34, which is dependent on claim 33, de Hond teaches the method of claim 
33 (see rejection above). De Hond further teaches the method of claim 33 wherein said 
images display advertisements for said commercial or retail establishments (see de 
Hond, figure 7, item 100 and column 9, lines 5-15). 
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As per claim 35, which is dependent on claim 33, de Hond teaches the method of 
claim 33 (see rejection above). De Hond further teaches the method of claim 33 
wherein said images contain hyperlinks to said commercial and retail establishments 
(see de Hond, column 9, lines 16-18). 

As per claim 37 which is dependent on claim 27, de Hond teaches the method of 
claim 27 (see rejection above). De Hond discloses the step of displaying said 
hyperlinks in a textual fashion (see de Hond, column 2, lines 58 - 63). 

As per claim 38, which is dependent on claim 27, de Hond teaches the method of 
claim 27 (see rejection above). De Hond further teaches the method of claim 27 
wherein said plurality of web site pages associated with said plurality of hyperlink 
addresses are culturally localized (see de Hond, column 9, lines 22 - 38). 

As per claim 39, which is dependent on claim 38, de Hond teaches the method of 
claim 38 (see rejection above). De Hond further teaches the method of claim 38 further 
comprising the step of customizing said map layout to provide a cultural theme, said 
cultural theme being associated with said plurality of culturally localized web site pages 
(see de Hond, column 9, lines 22 - 38). 

As per claim 40, which is dependent on claim 39, de Hond teaches the method of 
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claim 39 (see rejection above). De Hond further teaches the method of claim 39 further 
comprising the step of providing a link which, when activated, displays a listing of one or 
more other map layouts, each of which is customized for a different culture (see de 
Hond, column 9, lines 22 - 38). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 4, 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Leshem et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,870,559 in view of Lynch et al., U.S. 
Patent No. 5,689,669. 

As per claim 3, which is dependent on claim 1 , Leshem teaches the method of 
claim 1 . Leshem does not teach the method of claim 1 wherein said active areas are 
shown as representations of buildings on said map. Lynch teaches wherein active 
areas are shown as representations of buildings on said map (see Lynch, figures 5A 
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and 5B and column 8, lines 39 - 51). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the method of Lynch with the method 
of Leshem in order to provide a memorable and intuitive method of navigation through a 
system. 

As per claim 4, which is dependent on claim 3, Leshem and Lynch teach the 
method of claim 3. Leshem teaches displaying a plurality of hyperlinks having a 
common theme (see rejections above). Leshem does not teach the method of claim 3 
further comprising the steps of displaying the interior of a building when said active area 
represented by said building is selected; and displaying said plurality of hyperlinks 
having a common theme on the interior of said building. Lynch teaches the steps of 
displaying the interior of a building when said active area represented by said building is 
selected; and displaying said plurality of links having a common theme on the interior of 
said building (see Lynch, column 5, lines 25 - 36, column 7, lines 36 - 48 and column 8, 
lines 40 - 42). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to incorporate the method of Lynch with the method of Leshem in order 
to provide a more memorable and intuitive method of navigation through a system. 

As per claims 16 and 17 they are of similar scope to claims 3 and 4 respectively 
and are rejected under the same rationale. 
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Claims 9, 10, 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Leshem et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,870,559 in view of Miyashita et al., 
U.S. Patent No. 6,057,856. 

As per claim 9, which is dependent on claim 1 , Leshem teaches the method of 
claim 1 (see rejection above). Leshem teaches temporally displaying images across 
said map (see rejections above). Leshem does not teach the method of claim 1 further 
comprising the step of: temporarily displaying images which appear to move across said 
map. Miyashita teaches temporarily displaying images which appear to move across a 
map (see Miyashita, figure 9 and column 1 0, line 52 - column 1 1 , line 7; the examiner 
interprets avatars as images which appear to move across a map). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to incorporate the method of 
Miyashita with the method of Leshem in order to allow a user to easily recognize the 
position of another user sharing a three-dimensional virtual reality space. 

As per claim 10, which is dependent on claim 9, Leshem and Miyashita teach the 
method of claim 9. Leshem further teaches the method of claim 9 wherein said images 
contain hyperlinks to web pages (see Leshem, column 8, lines 49 - 58). 

As per claims 22 and 23, they are of similar scope to claims 9 and 10 
respectively and are rejected under the same rationale. 
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Claims 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over de Hond, U.S. Patent No. 5,737,533 in view of Kelts, U.S. Patent Application 
Publication No. US 2001/0030667. 

As per claim 28, which is dependent on claim 27, de Hond teaches the method of 
claim 27 (see rejection above). De Hond does not teach the method of claim 27 further 
comprising the step of: modifying the appearance of said buildings when a cursor is 
placed thereover. Kelts teaches modifying the appearance of items on a map when a 
cursor is placed thereover (see Kelts, paragraph 0224). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to incorporate the method of Kelts with 
the method of de Hond in order to provide an improved system of relating information to 
the user. 

As per claim 29, which is dependent on claim 28, de Hond teaches the method of 
claim 28 (see rejection above). De Hond does not teach the method of claim 28 
wherein said modifying step comprises displaying information relating to said common 
theme. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to 
incorporate the method of Kelts with the method of de Hond in order to allow a user to 
easily and quickly determine the status of map elements by traversing the map with a 
pointing device. 



Application/Control Number: 09/682,631 



Art Unit: 2174 



Page 12 



Claims 31 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over de Hond, U.S. Patent No. 5,737,533 in view of Lynch et al., U.S. Patent No. 
5,689,669. 

As per claim 31 , which is dependent on claim 27, de Hond teaches the method of 
claim 27 (see rejection above). De Hond does not teach the method of claim 27 further 
comprising the step of displaying a navigation bar. Lynch teaches the step of displaying 
a navigation bar (see Lynch, figure 3, item 180 and column 7, lines 5-18). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate the method of Lynch with the method of de Hond in order to provide for an 
improved method of navigation through virtual space. 

As per claim 32, which is dependent on claim 31 , de Hond and Lynch teach the 
method of claim 31 (see rejection above). De Hond does not teach the method of claim 
31 wherein said navigation bar dynamically changes based on the position and/or 
interaction of a cursor with respect to said districts. Lynch teaches wherein said 
navigation bar dynamically changes based on the position and/or interaction of a cursor 
with respect to the location of the user (see Lynch, figure 3, item 180 and column 7, 
lines 5-18). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to incorporate the method of Lynch with the method of de Hond in order to 
provide for an improved method of navigation through virtual space. 
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Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over de 
Hond, U.S. Patent No. 5,737,533 in view of Leshem et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,870,559. 

As per claim 36, which is dependent on claim 27, de Hond teaches the method of 
claim 27 (see rejection above). De Hond does not teach the method of claim 27 further 
comprising the step of providing a means for a user to return to said map display, 
without regard to where said user has navigated using said hyperlinks. Leshem 
teaches the step of providing a means for a user to return to said map display, without 
regard to where said user has navigated (see Leshem, figure 1 and column 16, lines 16 
- 20; the examiner interprets sizing a map to fit within window as re-displaying the map 
without regards to where the user has navigated). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time of the invention to incorporate the method of Leshem with the 
method of de Hond in order to allow a user to zoom out and fit the map on the screen in 
order to improve navigation. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Umar Arshad whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0329. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L Kincaid can be reached on (703) 308-0640. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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